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The American historian and philos-
opher George Santayana wrote, “Those 
who cannot remember the past are con- 
demned to repeat it.” This startlingly 
true quote sets a goal for students and 
educators. With that in mind, both stud- 
ents and teachers should strive for a firm 
foundation in history and geography. 
Alabama: Our Beautiful Home gives far 
more than a listing of facts. This book 
sets the stage for gaining skills and 
knowledge in geography, history, eco-
nomics, civics, and anthropology. These 
skills and this knowledge will influence 
who the learners will become.

What you know and what skills you 
have will influence what the future 
will be for all of us. You are a part of 
the story of Alabama, and Alabama is 
a part of the story of the world. The 
events that tell the history of Alabama 
include the horrors of war, social con-
flict, and difficult economic times. 
However, progress and wonderful 
changes are also experienced. The people of Alabama, both na-
tives and immigrants, have set examples of bravery, intelligence, 
persistence, talent, and character. The land itself helped create 
the history of Alabama. The natural environment continues to 
add a special element to life today. We must value this environ-
ment and protect it for the future.  

Don’t just nibble around the edges of history, but feast on the 
rich heritage of your state. Jump in and enjoy the many sports 
and activities. Revel in the broad vistas. Soak up the varied 
cultures with language, food, architecture, art, and customs. 
Alabama is rich, exciting, delicious, and fun. I can hardly wait.

Introduction

Introduction   v

Above: Barton Academy in 
Mobile is the oldest public 
school in Alabama. Page i:  
The rotunda of the Alabama 
State Capitol is decorated with 
murals about Alabama history. 
Pages ii-iii: The chamber of  
the house of representatives in 
the State Capitol has been the 
scene of many historic events.
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