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Section 3: The Federal Government

The Electoral College

In the presidential election, each state has one electoral vote for each of its U.S. senators plus one vote
for each of its U.S. representatives. The District of Columbia has three electoral votes.
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Directions: Go to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Electoral_College and examine the map
showing the number of electoral votes in each state. Also, examine the map that shows the electoral vote
forBarackObamaandJohnMcCaininthe 2008 presidentialelection.Usingthedatafromthechartandthe
electoralmaps, plothowyourcandidatecouldacquiretherequired270electoralvotestowinthepresidency
in the following scenarios.

1. Win 270 electoral votes without winning California, Texas, or New York.

2. Win 270 electoral votes by winning only states that have 10 or more electoral votes.

3. Can the presidency be won by only winning states that are east of the Mississippi River? How many
electoral votes do those states equal?
4. What is the most efficient way to reach 270 electoral votes? (List the fewest states that equal 270
electoral votes.)
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